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August 6, 2013 
 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian:  
 
The main goal of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 is to ensure that all 
children in this country receive a quality education so that they can be academically 
successful in a high-performing educational environment. Under NCLB, each state is 
required to assess all of the schools under their jurisdiction to determine whether each 
school has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), which means that they have met the 
academic testing standards set by the state. If the school or district has not made AYP 
for four consecutive years, it is considered “in need of corrective action.”  The purpose of 
this letter is to inform you that the NCLB legislation requires that all parents be notified in 
writing of this situation. 
 
Based on the results of this year’s academic testing in reading and math, the East 
Helena District scores were below the adequate yearly progress goals in reading and 
math for students in all grades.  Compared to the requirements for the state, East 
Helena’s students scored 93% proficient in reading while the state NCLB required 
proficiency for this group was 95%.  Similarly students scored 84% proficient in math 
while the state requirement under NCLB for this group was 90%. Thus students are 
lagging behind this benchmark; therefore the district is in “corrective action” sanction 
status. 

 
In a district with more than one school per grade span, we would be required to offer 
parents the choice of sending their child to another public school in the district that is not 
in improvement. Since there are no other public schools in our district at this grade level, 
you may consider taking your children to another district though we are not required to 
furnish or pay for transportation. Keep in mind that other nearby districts must also meet 
the NCLB requirements.  If another district that is making AYP will accept your child, and 
you are willing to provide transportation, you are free to pursue this option.  
 
We appreciate your help in working with your schools to support school improvement.  
Scheduling daily homework time and assisting your child with questions, having them 
read orally to you and quizzing them over math facts and other skills will help us assist 
them to be successful in the classroom. The district continues to offer before and after 
school tutoring for all students in each school.  Parents are invited to direct their children 
to the after school as well as the summer school program.  Parents are always invited to 
participate at school as classroom volunteers, school improvement contributors and 
participate in the annual Title I Planning Meeting held each year in May.    
 
 
 



Be assured that the East Helena School District takes these scores very seriously and is  
working diligently to help our students to be the best educated students in the State and 
the Nation.    We will continue to staff the highest quality teachers and make student 
success our number one goal.  The district will work with school improvement teams in 
the coming months to develop a Corrective Action Plan through a School Improvement 
Process.  The district is also continuing to offer and implement a teacher mentoring 
program where highly performing teachers are coaches and mentors for newer staff 
members. The district will also continue to expend at least 10% of its allocated Title 1 
monies for teacher training both in district and at professional trainings specific to 
classroom instruction outside the district. 
 
  If you have any questions or need additional information, please call Ron Whitmoyer, 
School Superintendent at 227-7700 or the building principals at Eastgate at 227-7770, 
Radley at 227-7710 and East Valley at 227-7740 or feel free to visit us at any of the 
district or school offices located at 226 Clinton Street, 4010 Gradestake or 401 Kalispell 
Street in East Helena as we work to improve academic achievement for all children at 
your child's school.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Whitmoyer 
Superintendent 
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